	Research Theme #1:  EATING, PHYSICAL ACTIVITY, AND FAMILY PRACTICES AROUND FOOD/MEALTIMES

	· How does using food as a reward influence child eating patterns?

	· What is the influence of family structure and dynamics on food or mealtime practices?

	· How do children’s behavioral responses influence parental behavior around feeding practices?

	· What are the patterns of physical activity participation and sedentary behavior in children with ASD/DD?  Do these vary across different diagnostic groups?

	· How do different parenting practices around physical activity and sedentary time impact the risk for obesity?  

	· Do children with ASD/DD have different dietary patterns and eating behaviors than typically developing children that contribute to weight gain (e.g. food selectivity)?

	· What role does the reinforcing value of food play in child food consumption patterns?

	Research Theme #2:  THE INFLUENCE OF SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY-
BASED ORGANIZATIONS ON FOOD INTAKE AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

	· What role do teachers and other staff play in shaping food intake and activity?

	· To what extent do school wellness policies address the needs of children with ASD/DD?

	· How can school-based interventions be used to modify eating and physical activity habits?

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Research Theme #3:  PROGRAM ADAPTION AND DELIVERY

	· What weight-management program components need to be modified to meet the needs of children with ASD/DD and their families?

	· How can inclusive practices be integrated into existing opportunities for physical activity so that children ASD/DD be included successfully?

	· How can technology be used to promote physical activity in this population?

	· Are there opportunities using existing surveillance data or newly established surveillance systems to monitor weight status and/or obesity-related risk factors in this population?

	· How can existing organizations, systems, and institutions be engaged to address the needs to this population as they related to maintaining healthy weight?




